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strange one and shows what small circumstances
may influence the fate of nations; Gneisenau
between whom and Billow there was a certain
amount of friction, had worded his despatch too
politely, and therefore less peremptorily than in
the case of the other generals. Of this there is
not the slightest doubt, for the despatch is still
preserved and it reads literally:

I have the honour humbly to request your Excellency
to be kind enough to concentrate the fourth army-corps
under your command to-morrow, the 15th, at Hannut
in close cantonment. Information received makes it
more and more probable that the French army has
concentrated against us and that we must expect from
it an immediate change to the offensive. . . . Your
Excellency had doubtless better make Hannut your
headquarters.

Bulow had already made other arrangements in
consequence of earlier orders; to obey Gneisenau
at once would have necessitated a night march and
the soldiers were fatigued. Habitually distrusting
Gneisenau, he believed that the latter was now
exaggerating the danger; even as it was, the orders
did not sound particularly alarming. So Bulow
sent word to headquarters that, in view of all the
circumstances, he had taken the responsibility
of postponing the required concentration in close
cantonment at Hannut until the next day! The
next day took place the battle of Ligny, in which,
for want of Billow's support, Bliicher was defeated.